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HICKORY HILL PLANTATION 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

PROCEDURE AND RULES 
 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 1 (a) of the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions of Hickory 
Hill Plantation Community Association, there shall be a standing Architectural Review 
Committee (ARC) assigned to the Association by the Board of Directors. The ARC is a group of 
assigned members, whose function is to promote the harmony of the design and location of 
external structures, ensuring compatibility with existing surrounding structures and topography.  
 
The following words and terms, when used in these ARC Procedures and Rules or in any 
supplemental ARC documentation (unless the context shall clearly indicate otherwise) shall 
have the same meanings as defined in Article I, Section 1 of the Declaration of Covenants and 
Restrictions of Hickory Hill Plantation Community Association. 

 
 

ARTICLE I 
 

DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE 
 
The purpose of the ARC is to encourage development that protects and enhances the value of 
all property within the Hickory Hill Plantation community. The ARC shall be assigned by the 
Board of Directors. The ARC will provide assistance in establishing and overseeing community 
standards and reviewing and deciding upon Owners’ proposed changes via written “Applications 
for Approval”. In effecting its duties and functions, the ARC shall: 
 

1. Be composed of at least three (3) but no more than nine (9) members of the 
Association, other than officers. The ARC shall nominate and elect a Chairperson, 
Vice-Chairperson, and Secretary from amongst its members. For the purpose of 
voting, a quorum will consist of no less than three (3) members. In the event of an 
even number of votes, the Chairman will abstain from voting. 

 
2. Present the names of the officers to the Board of Directors for final confirmation. 

 
3. Prepare a roster showing names, addresses, and phone numbers of members and 

officers of the ARC. The Committee shall endeavor to keep the roster current.  

 
4. File a copy of current roster with the Board of Directors and additional copies are to 

be made available to the members of the Association via the Association website. 
 

5. Be aware of the overall architectural plan of the Association as set forth by the 
Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, and Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions of 
Hickory Hill Plantation Community Association.  

 
6. Interpret the standards in the event the standards may not be explicit in a given 

instance either in the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions of Hickory Hill 
Plantation Community Association or in any guidelines set forth by the ARC. 
 

7. Review all proposed construction, architectural, or major landscape changes to 
property (including Common Areas and elements) to ensure that such proposed 
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changes meet the intent of Hickory Hill Plantation architectural standards with 
respect to their impact on the aesthetic quality of the areas and adhere to the 
Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions of Hickory Hill Plantation Community 
Association, whether submitted by Owners, Committees, or the Board of Directors. 
 

8. The Committee shall meet quarterly. In any case, shall meet as often as necessary 
to complete its duties, including reviewing and deciding upon proposed changes 
within thirty (30) days of an Owner’s application; however, most applications will be 
reviewed and decided upon within seven (7) days. 
 

9. Prepare and present to the Board of Directors comprehensive and complete minutes 
of all Committee meetings, with those minutes to be delivered to the Board of 
Directors within ten (10) days of any ARC meeting. 

 
10. Committee Chairperson/Vice-Chairperson or his/her alternate shall attend any Board 

of Directors meeting when warranted. 

 
11. All Committee members shall act with the best interest of the Owners and 

Association in mind. 

 
12. All Committee members shall keep in mind they have been assigned to serve the 

community. When a Committee member, Committee member's relative, or 
Committee member’s business partner, submits an application, the Committee 
member shall abstain from discussion and voting on his/her proposed change.  

 
13. ALL ISSUES DISCUSSED ARE CONSIDERED CONFIDENTIAL AND ARE NOT TO 

BE DISCUSSED OUTSIDE THE REALM OF THE ARC MEETING(S). 
 
 

ARTICLE II 
 

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF OFFICERS 
 

1. The ARC shall nominate and elect a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, and Secretary 
at the first Committee meeting immediately following the annual meeting of the 
members of the Association. All officers shall serve for a two (2) year term which 
shall expire at the close of the annual meeting of the members of the Association in 
the applicable year. No more than two (2) officers’ terms should end in the same 
year to maintain continuity within the Committee. 

 
2. The duties and responsibilities of the Chairperson, shall be as follows: 

a. Designate the time and place of the meeting.  
b. Call the meeting to order and conduct the meeting. 
c. Act as a liaison between the Board of Directors and the ARC. 
d. Be present at Board of Directors meetings when presence is warranted. 
e. Forward all reviewed applications, recommendations, and such to the Board 

of Directors. 
 

3. The duties and responsibilities of the Vice Chairperson shall be to assist the 
Chairperson in the performance of his/her duties, and in the event of absence or 
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incapacity of the Chairperson in the performance of his/her duties, is empowered to 
perform all duties and exercise all authority vested in the Chairperson. 
 

4. The duties and responsibilities of the Secretary shall be as follow:  
a. In the absence of the Chairpersons, shall designate the time and place of 

meetings. 
b. In the absence of the Chairpersons, shall act as a liaison with the Board of 

Directors should her/his presence be warranted. 
c. In the absence of the Chairpersons, shall be present at Board of Directors 

meetings, should a report of ARC activities be reported. 
d. In the absence of the Chairpersons, shall forward all reviewed applications, 

recommendations, and such to the Board of Directors. 
e. Take detailed minutes of all ARC meetings and share with the Board of 

Directors and make them available for posting to the Association website 
within ten (10) days of the ARC meeting. 

 
 

ARTICLE III 
 

GUIDELINES FOR JOINING AND SERVING ON THE COMMITTEE 
 

1. An Association member in good standing who wishes to serve on the ARC shall 
notify the Board of Directors or the ARC either in person, or at a meeting. 
 

2. The ARC shall submit the prospective Committee member's name with a 
recommendation to the Board of Director for final approval. 

 
All ARC standing Committee members serve on a voluntary basis. No member, officer, or 
trustee of a standing Committee shall receive emolument or profit from their services to the 
Association except such reasonable compensation as may be determined by the Board of 
Directors. 
 
Contractors or family member of contractors may not sit on a Committee responsible for 
oversight of the contractors’ performance. Further, relationships (personal or familial) between 
Association contractors and elected or appointed Association representatives are prohibited in 
order to avoid the potential of a conflict of interest. 
 
 
Hereby accepted by the Board of Directors of Hickory Hill Plantation. 
 
________________________________ 
Architectural Review Committee Chair 
 
________________________________ 
Date 

________________________________ 
Secretary Board of Directors 
 
________________________________ 
Date 
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HICKORY HILL PLANTATION 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 
APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL 

 
 

PROCEDURES 
 
Pursuant to Article II, Section 3 (a) (2) of the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions of 
Hickory Hill Plantation Community Association, no building, wall, fence, storage shed, children’s 
playhouse, pool house or cabana, above ground swimming pool, or other structure shall be 
commenced, erected, or maintained upon Lots in the Community, nor shall any exterior addition 
to any existing structure or structure change or alteration herein, be made until the plans and 
specifications therefor showing the nature, kind, shape, height, materials, and location of the 
same, have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Hickory Hill Plantation 
Architectural Review Committee (ARC), as to compliance with the Declaration of Covenants and 
Restrictions of Hickory Hill Plantation Community Association and to the harmony and 
compatibility of the external design and location with surrounding structures and topography. 
 
An “Application for Approval” is required to be completed in full and submitted with required 
exhibits and supporting documents for all construction, architectural, and major landscape 
changes. ARC approval and the appropriate governmental agency building permits are required 
to be properly posted on site prior to the commencement of any construction.  
 
Complete, sign, and submit the Application for Approval to the ARC prior the desired 
start date of the proposed change or construction (a 30-day minimum is recommended).  
 
After ARC review, the Owner will be contacted by the ARC regarding the status of the 
application. If the application is approved, an ARC Certificate of Plan Acceptance will be issued. 
A Certificate of Plan Acceptance must be issued prior to commencement of any clearing, 
material delivery, or construction. On occasion, inspection of the proposed project site may be 
required. Prior to any requested inspection, the proposed project site should be marked with 
string, flags, or turf marking paint (as applicable).  
 
The construction, architectural, or major landscape change must be completed in accordance 
with the plans as approved by the ARC. Any changes to an application or propose change after 
initial approval by the ARC, must be submitted and approved prior to any construction of those 
changes. Please follow the same procedures to submit an additional application. 
 
When the work is complete, the ARC may complete a final inspection. Any work completed that 
is not compliant with the plans as approved by the ARC, will be subject to enforcement by 
Hickory Hill Plantation Community Association as outlined in the Amended Declaration of 
Covenants and Restrictions of Hickory Hill Plantation Community Association. 

 
Should you have any questions regarding the application process or if you are unsure as to 
whether you are required to complete an application, please reach out to the ARC. The ARC 
works hand-in-hand with Owners to make sure all property changes and enhancements adhere 
to the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions of Hickory Hill Plantation Community 
Association and are harmonious, compatible, and protect or increase the value of all property 
within the Hickory Hill Plantation Community.  



Adopted - March 26, 2017 

HICKORY HILL PLANTATION 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 

APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL 
 
 

EXHIBITS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (REQUIRED) 
 
The supporting exhibits or supporting documentation listed below must accompany the 
Application for Approval, as applicable for the proposed change. An application submitted 
without all required exhibits or supporting documentation will be considered incomplete. In such 
case, the ARC review period will not commence until all required exhibits have been provided. 
 
Note: If you request an expedited review for this change, please so indicate on your application. 
 
A. Site plans/architectural drawings: A site plan drawn to scale, showing the location and 

dimensions of the proposed change, including orientation with respect to the property lines, 
dwelling, and other structures (e.g. sheds) must be provided for new construction, including 
additions, decks, patios, fences, solar panels, gas tanks, and major landscape changes.  
Resources: 
- Article II, Section 3 (a) of Declaration of Covenants at http://www.hickoryhillplantation.info/  
- http://www.charleston-sc.gov/zoning 
- https://www.municode.com/library/sc/charleston/codes/zoning 

 
B. Paints or stains: Color samples must be provided for any change in exterior paint color. 

 
C. Finish materials: A description and/or sample of all finish materials to be used for the 

exterior surface of the proposed change must be provided.  
 

D. Common guidelines to consider: 
 

- Fences: Detailed plans must be submitted. All fences must be “neighbor-friendly”, with 
support framing facing the interior of the Owner’s yard. Refer to Article II, Section 3 (a) 
(12) of the Declaration of Covenants for details on material, placement, and height. 
 

- Sheds: Detailed plans must be submitted. It’s recommended that sheds will have a roof 
and siding that is harmonious and compatible to the property dwelling (e.g. color, 
material). Refer to Article II, Section 3 (a) (9) and (23) of the Declaration of Covenants 
for additional details, including allowable placement and building materials. 
 

- New/Replacement Roofs: Color and material descriptions must be provided for any 
change in roof color or material. 
 

- Pools: Refer to Article II, Section 3 (a) (8) of the Declaration of Covenants details. 
 

- Solar Panels: Detailed plans must be submitted, showing proposed size, color, and 
placement of panels.  

 
Should you have any questions regarding the application process or if you are unsure as to 
whether you are required to complete an application, please reach out to the ARC.   

http://www.hickoryhillplantation.info/
http://www.charleston-sc.gov/zoning
https://www.municode.com/library/sc/charleston/codes/zoning
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HICKORY HILL PLANTATION 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 
APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL 

 
 

APPLICATION 
 

 
Contact information: 
 
Date: _____________________________ 
 
Owner name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address of proposed change (w/ Lot #):_____________________________________________ 
 
Mailing address (if different than above): ___________________________________________ 
 
Home telephone: ___________________________  other: _____________________________ 
 
Email: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Desired start date: ____________________________  Check if Expedited Review Requested 
 
Project completion date: ________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Description of proposed change: Provide a description of the proposed construction, 
architectural, or major landscape change, including the (1) purpose or reason, (2) description of 
the nature, kind, shape, dimensions, and materials, (3) location on the Lot, and (4) any other 
pertinent information required for the ARC to review and approve the proposed change. After 
which, please attach the required exhibits and supporting documentation. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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HICKORY HILL PLANTATION 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 
APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL 

 
 

APPLICATION (CONT.) 
 

 
Owner name (repeated): ________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Contractor/vendor name (if applicable): ____________________________________________ 
 
SC contractor license #: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Contractor/vendor address: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Contractor/vendor telephone: _________________Email: ______________________________ 
 
 
 
 

OWNER’S SIGNATURE 

 

DATE 
 
 

 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 
The foregoing procedures, rules, and application have been adopted to assist the ARC in 
effecting its duties and functions pursuant to the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions of 
Hickory Hill Plantation Community Association and the ARC Procedures and Rules. The ARC 
does its best to be consistent when reviewing and voting on proposed changes. There is no 
guarantee that one application will be examined and approved exactly as another, as the ARC 
Board and/or perception of “compatibility” may evolve over time. In addition, completed 
structures erected prior to the execution date of the amended Declaration of Covenants and 
Restrictions shall be allowed and “grandfathered”. Instances of non-compatibility are in no way 
intended to guide future proposed changes, nor do they infer approval of an application for 
similar construction, architectural, or major landscape change. Additionally, compliance with 
ARC procedures and rules is not intended to guarantee that proposed changes will satisfy all 
the requirements of the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions, including any and all 
easements and drainage easements for Hickory Hill Plantation; or that proposed changes will 
be structurally sound, or that they will comply with any applicable building code, or that they will 
be free from damage from wind, rain, flood, or that they will not encroach on easements, or that 
they will divert surface water in a manner not allowed by law. Furthermore, no member of the 
ARC shall be responsible or liable in any way as outlined in Article III, Section 1 (c) (3) of the 
Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions of Hickory Hill Plantation Community Association. 


